
 

 

Hacking Health Security: 
Using the National Health Security Preparedness Index to  

Assess, Prioritize, Collaborate, and Communicate 
 

Register now as space is limited: 
 https://www.apha.org/events-and-meetings/annual/schedule/learning-institutes 

 
APHA Learning Institute     Continuing Education Credits: 3 
Providing health security requires coordination and communication across many different 
sectors. As a result, implementing effective strategies to improve health security is challenging. 
This Learning Institute will help you use the National Health Security Preparedness Index to:  

 Communicate the value of health security to policy-makers and the public.  

 Advocate for resources using sound metrics and comparative data.  

 Develop and strengthen community partnerships. 

The Index, which is a project of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, aggregates 140 data 
points from more than 60 sources to enhance situational awareness for health security at the 
state and national level.   

As part of this Learning Institute, the Index research team (see below) will show you how to 
visualize health security using dashboards and other Index-related tools. You will learn how to 
identify focus areas for improving health security. You will work with other participants to 
analyze scenarios and create strategies for engaging community partners and policy-makers. 

Who should attend: Public health and emergency management practitioners, community 
health advocates, public health and disaster preparedness researchers, and all others 
interested in strengthening health security. 

Date and Time: Sunday, Nov. 11, from 8 to 11:30 a.m. 

Presenters from the Index Research Team 
Glen Mays, Ph.D., M.P.H. PhD 
Glen directs the Index program office at the University of Kentucky College of Public Health, where he is 
also a Professor of Health Systems and Services Research. He studies the mechanisms for organizing and 
financing population health services, with a focus on estimating the health and economic effects.  

Anna Hoover, Ph.D., M.A. 
As the Co-principal Investigator and Deputy Director of the Index program office, Anna oversees annual 
production of the Index. She is an assistant professor in the University of Kentucky College of Public 
Health and studies health and risk communication. 

Michael Childress, M.A. 
As Program Manager for the Index, Michael oversees the program’s data collection and analytic 
activities. Michael is a research associate in the University of Kentucky College of Business and 
Economics.  
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